
Flight Sgt (Engineer) Rickard C. D. 

Email from Anthony Rickard dd. 11 May 2020, 

 

Dear Chap 

 

Further too our brief exchange on facebook       some 3 weeks back relating to Dresden and 115 involvement I attach the promised 

photos.  

 

I also attach  a scan of a letter my father wrote to my mother on VE Day international header to the page! Interestingly he says he 

will see her in 14 days - having got hold of hid service records I can say that twelve days after writing i.e. 20.5.45. he was 

discharged, and on 21.5.45. was "Emerg Comm Plt Off on prob". Gazetted 17.7.45.  

 

He returned to 115 as a Flight Engineer, and was subsequently posted 21.1.46. to HQ 3 Group as "Educational & Vocational Trg 

Instruct ".  

 

Subsequently He rebadged as a pilot 26.4.50. via 22 Flg Trg Sch, 101 Flg Refresh Sch, 19.6.51. 201 Adv Flg Sch and 5.9.51. 230 

Op Conv Unit, where he learned the joys of the Lincoln.  

 

18.12.51. he was posted to 49 Squadron and headed straight to Kenya as Flight Commander "A" Flight and had lots of fun with the 

Mau Mau.  

 

54 - 57 he was at Upavon as Off Commanding Communications Flight, then (and I remember it well) he was posted to FEAF at 

RAF Changi whence we returned as a family in January 1960.  

 

He is then listed as Flying Flight Commander of communications flight at Bovingdon before retiring 5.10.61. - however I clearly 

remember being stationed at Coastal Command HQ in 61!  

 

We lived at 41 Grosvenor Road OMQ Northwood..  Maybe the last sheet didn't get posted! 

My father F/Sgt C D ñRickyò Rickard was F/Eng on Archibald Dickôs aircraft.  

 

The starboard inner engine was hit by flak (?) severing the oil supply. The prop was feathered and they flew on 3 back over the 

front into Free France.  (Lancaster Mk I - PB686 KO-D) 

 

On dropping to 5000 ft to avoid night fighters the prop unfeathered and with no oil reserve soon had the casing glowing red and 

sparks passing the tail gunner.  

Archie levelled off and the crew baled in good order, him last after trimming appropriately!  

Sadly as reported above one chap didnôt make it.  (Sgt. George Preston 1826725)  

Archie thought he might have snagged his chute on exit.. RIP.  

 

I have a couple of photos of the crew if anyoneôs interested.  



Sgt. Cyril (Ricky) Rickard, Flt. Eng. 

Sgt. Stan Berwick, Wop/Air 

Sgt. Rolly Whittle, Mid Upper   

F/Sgt. Doug Copland, Navigator 

Sgt. Geordie Preston, Rear Gunner  

P/O. Archie Hamilton, Pilot  

Same Minus Bob plus Archie Heavy Con 44  

Bomb Aimer Canadian Bob  (P/O. L. Wilson J.88429 RCAF) 



Witchford 1944  

F for Freddie  

Operational F for Freddie  



F for Freddie  

Cologne  

After a British Raid - Cologne  



Krupp's  

Krupp's - again  



  The Rhine Bridges May '45  

 

 

Hamm (& Eggs)  



Bringing the boys home from Bari  


